
 *  PET  RABBITS  *
A basic introduction by The Canberra Rabbit Club Inc
There are numerous benefits to having a pet rabbit. For example, rabbits do not bark, jump the fence, intrude onto your neighbour’s property or are in the habit of annoying people in various other ways. In the past, pet rabbits were extremely underrated, (i.e. considered as vermin, left neglected in a small, dirty hutch or only useful to eat) slowly but surely their status and popularity has however steadily grown and continues to increase.

Rabbits are quiet and easy to care for. Their basic needs are very easy to provide. They will live happily either inside as an indoor pet or content to be outside safely housed in a predator proof hutch. New owners are often pleasantly surprised about their bunny’s characteristics and behaviour. As many will voluntarily use a kitty litter tray, happily follow you around and try to hop on your bed or couch to spend time with you. From a young age, pet rabbits can be very curious, funny or cheeky characters. So too, they can be described as friendly and affectionate, particularly when owners spend quality time with caring, loving kindness and in response they will gladly return your devotion. 

Rabbits are inexpensive to keep. They have a basic diet of rabbit pellets, which are readily available from produce stores, supermarkets and pet shops. Supplement pellets with meadow, oaten or barley hay and a selection of many varieties of vegetables, grass, weeds and small quantities of fruit. When buying your rabbit the breeder may provide a written feeding guide/care sheet or will answer any of your questions.

Rabbits make wonderful companions for people of all ages. They will sit and watch TV with you, play happily and amusingly (under supervision) either inside or out, trainable to do tricks or just available for a cuddle when you need one. Scientists are discovering that pet owners suffer less health problems than people who don’t have any pets and our rabbits are also highly valued in ‘pets as therapy’ programmes.

Once you decide a bunny rabbit is the right pet for you, consider which breed you would like. Each breed of rabbit has its own particular ‘look’ and ‘personality’. The best person to advise you about the traits of a pedigree rabbit is an experienced breeder. Responsible breeders also offer on-going advice about how to care for your rabbit. If you are looking for a rabbit, a good starting point is at a rabbit show or our online breeder’s directory – see website address below. The Canberra Rabbit Club hosts six rabbit shows a year. It is also worth coming to a show to see displayed in the one venue a good representation of the variety of pedigree rabbits available in the Canberra region. The show dates for 2012 are March 25th May 6th June 17th August 5th September 30th and November 4th.  All shows are held at the Majura Scout Hall, Simpson Street Watson.
You may also like to show your pet rabbit. At the time of purchase, talk to the breeder about the qualities necessary to show your rabbit in the ‘rung’ rabbit section. If you want your rabbit/s to participate in that section, it is necessary for them to wear a leg identification ring. There is also a pet section (no ring necessary) with lots of fun categories such as: Best Pet Rabbit, Cutest Baby, Best Fancy Dress, Fastest Eater, Most Like Owner and quite a few more!

For additional information about rabbits, please contact one of the following members:              Jason  ph  0479 167 072  Daniel  ph  0403 916 058  Nola  ph  62314520 Maree ph 6342 1739 Wynne ph 4822 9724 Bec ph 4823 5878                                                              

Please enjoy browsing our website:  http://www.home.netspeed.com.au/reguli/rabbitclub.htm
The website has a splendid collection of photos in ‘CRC Hall of Fame’ or ‘Rabbit Breeds & Colours’, a ‘Breeder’s Directory’, plus many informative articles on bunny care.  

