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Streamwatch

{sing water bugs
to measure water quality

stream o osually & kome for many different ivprs,al anmals
These inctude Inwecls, crustaceans, malluscs and worms.

They are commanty referred 1035 water bugs. Scientists have

Fesnned thar the number and varniers of wiler bugs found in a sircam
can give an indicatien of the relative levels al water pollution. In
oiher words, by sampling the water bugs i your |oeat sircam, vou
can gelan idea about the quality ef the waer!

This Water Bug Dewective Freld Guide s designed aoprevade -

vou with informatien an how to collec) wacer bugs, make sone base,

irlentifications, and. based on whar vou'sve found, work o o Siream
I'ollutien Index Tar the siream urnp]:d. The ]1igh:r the Indes, the
lawer the level of pollucnen . and the healihier the siream,

Collecting Water Bugs
acer hups Zive i omars e llerent pars af e siream Soine
“7 B i the waner™ sazlese soeve o ke water et wsiiers on

arin the baem ol the river or creek, m the surrounding

vegelanen, or amoogst the rechs. The idea is 1o sample as many of
these different ‘inicrrhatisars’ as possibie.

Befove setiing off on @ sampling expedition,
assemble as much of the follvwiag equipment
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L ook in bank
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Pick up Focks shones/

through waler, B decaying wood
mud ond ouna o leaves and brush

plants . or pick off the animals
Once you'ee gathered pour cqpupment, iead down 150 e

local stream and try 10 sample as many of the differenr siieare
eqvarenImenis as passible.

Using vour net, sirain e water an different depiha, including
the water surface Hun vour ner over the surface of (he botiem,
theeugls the plants growing on the warer's edge. Wash larper rocks
and sones pto the nec oo remene aswached snimals. 5t the Tolom
tor & depil of (o cenumetres [or iwo minales and run yoor nel
througl the diswrlbed sediments Clusely exaniine roeks and plane
[ bugs and wse your Lweesers and brush o iransfer them 1o oa
callecting conainer. Examine the banks for yablies and oilicr Tfe
Even logk [or sheir honies - vabin boles or caddisfly eases.
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